e

methodlst church

UTHSIDE

ND MAKING GHRIST KNOWN

writ MJJ&W J% 7%& Jaw.

I know this may sound cliché, but for me, this really is the most wonderful time of the year. Even
though I love the twinkle lights and the colorful ornaments, the jolly music and the spirit of giving,

this season is special to me for another reason. In the numerous nativities we have displayed
throughout our houses and all the familiar carols we sing each Sunday morning, we are reminding
ourselves of what God did over 2,000 years ago through the birth of a little baby born in Bethlehem
and continues to do today through the Holy Spirit. God sent love down - to us - and became
Emmanuel, “God with us.”

If you were at church this past Sunday (November 27), you heard me say that “O Come, O Come
Emmanuel” is my absolute favorite hymn of the season - and this is precisely why. It is a song the

recalls and restates the longing of our hearts to be saved by God, to be loved by God, to be fulfilled
by God. And it is also a song that reminds us that in Christmas, God began to meet that longing. In

the Christ child, God began to meet us exactly where we were - exactly where we are - in all our
brokenness, in all our wrongdoing, in all our doubt, in all

our sadness, in all our suffering and bring to us the hope,
the peace, the joy, the love, and the salvation that

completely meets our needs and gives us life - today and
for all eternity.

The danger of this time of year is that we crowd out the

true joy of this season with all the hustle-and-bustle of
busyness, running frantica]ly from one shopping spree to

another and one holiday shindig to another. My prayer for
all of us is that instead, we will spend this “most wonderful
time of year” enjoying the most wonderful gift of life - that

lOVE came dOWl’\ to save us and to be Wlth us forever.
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“Do not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of -
David a Savior, who s the Messiab, the Lord.” ITLuke 2:10-11




e e ————— e —
2012 Planning Meeting

On Sunday, January 8 at 1:30pm,
all Church Leaders are invited to come
to a planning meeting for all major 2012
events. More information to come.

" fundraisers this fall through voluntzering and buying &
~ selling things. They were a great success & helped us
~ raise an additional $11,179 for our General Fund.

Pancake Breakfast $1,301
Yard, Bake & Boston Butt Sale $4,769

| Wednesday Night
g Fellowship Suppers =
will end on
December 14
and resume

on January 4
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.- SATURDAY
CDECEMBER 24
AT 5:30PM |
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A Day ‘Zf Christmas Spirit’
Sunday, December 11 Xk 2:00-7:30pnL
2:00pm Crafts & Cookies with Santa_

COME SHARE YOUR WISH WITH SANTA AND
CELEBRATE THE JOY & WONDER OF THE SEASON

Community Christmas Caroli

IF YOU HAVE SOMEQNE YOU WOULD LIKE US

3:3qpm
TO VISIT, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE

Cookies, Cocoa & Coffee at Carrie’s

AN DPEN HOUSE AT THE PARSONAGE

6.'00}7111.

Join us for Friday Night Flicks
December 9 @ 6:30pm

I Free Admission |
! ¥ concessions Available

1 for Purchase i

New Resident Visitation is now on the second Sunday of
every month at 3:00 p.m. Our hope is that this will allow more
of YOU to help with this ministry, by only taking a few
minutes out of your Sunday schedule to show Christian
hospitality to our new neighbors by welcoming them to our
community and inviting them to visit our church. Just think -
your small act of kindness could have a huge impact on some-
one’s life! If you would like more information about this
ministry please contact Cale Campbell or join us on the
following dates:

Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 p.m. &
Sunday, January 22 at 3:00 p.m.




YGRITH CHRISTNAS
. GARD EXCHaNGE

Get Those Christmas Cards Ready!

THE YOUTH WILL SPONSOR A
CHRISTMAS MAILBOX BEGINNING
NOW THROUGH DECEMBER 11TH.
YOU CAN SEND SOMEONE IN THE
CHURCH A CHRISTMAS CARDS BY
SIMPLY PUTTING THEIR NAME
(FIRST & LAST) ON THE FRONT
. OF THE ENVELOPE AND
AN DROPPING IT INTO THE
Li/AN ) CHRISTMAS MAIL BOX. THE BOX
JECKS A 1S LOCATED IN THE NARTHEX.
4%} NO POSTAGE WILL BE NEEDED!!!
THE YOUTH WILL SEPARATE THE
CARDS BY-NAME AND HAVE THEM
READY TO PICK UP ON
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18TH.
PLEASE PARTICIPATE!

Morry Christmas!!!




As our year comes to an end we look back on the many
exciting things that have taken place here at New Beginnings
Academy. The dream, planning, purchase, move, sale, more
moving and the time it has taken to settle into our new
surroundings, but glory be to God that part is over with and behind us. Yet while
all that was going on, also taking place within the walls of NBA were children
learning not only the ABC’s and 123’s but about Jesus and his unconditional love
for them and their families.

On January 3", New Beginnings Academy will celebrate our 1 year anniversary.
Please take just a minute to stop and reflect on all that you, as the church family
and parents of our children have experienced this year at NBA. Usually as
parents, teachers and staff at NBA, we do the teaching, but so many times we
learn from children. We receive so many blessings from each child and are
thankful for them!

Many of you did not know that earlier in the year NBA got to practice our fire
drill. We received a phone call one morning from Southside Police Chief telling
us to put the drill in place and exit the building, so we did! We had never
practiced our drill but every teacher, staff member and child at NBA was safely
outside the fence at the ball field because that morning everyone here did their
part. The children sang songs and laughed while standing in line waiting for a
phone call telling us all was clear to go back inside. We received a call about 20
minutes later, all was clear but also we were informed some schools in Etowah
County had received a bomb threat and we are considered a school in Etowah
County. The grace of God helped 65 children and 12 NBA staff to work together
that morning to be safely outside at the ball field in 3 minutes.

Our God is an AWESOME God! So as the holiday season approaches remember
the true meaning of Christmas and also be thankful for our many blessings that
have taken place throughout this year and many to come in the new year!






